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Holmes à Court Gallery at no. 10 presents … 
 
 

 

AUSTRALIYANIALITY 3 – 25 NOVEMBER 2018 
“LET’S HAVE A YARN ABOUT LYAN” 
 
 

Australia's Untold History 
Many Australians today know little about the history of their nation. This lack of knowledge contributes to discord and unsettled 
relationships within our country. It is time to address the past in order to create a better future, not only for ourselves but for generations 
to come. The interest and urgency in this conversation is apparent in Australia Day's date being challenged and discussed, and there is a 
proposal for a Makarrata regarding the lack of an Australian treaty. It is time for discussion and debate about where we are at as a nation 
and where we want to be. 
 
A better Aussie identity 
Australiyaniality aims to explore Australia's wellbeing. The key word liyan is a Yawuru word that relates to Aboriginal peoples' view of their 
wellbeing. It is about the way they feel about themselves and relationship with their community. 
 

27 Artists have come together from different disciplines and cultural backgrounds to interrogate their own Australian identity and explore 
what a better Australian identity would look like. Can it be re-shaped? What is good? What needs to change? What is our collective liyan? 
How do we materialise all of this into real action? 
 
Artists for Change 
Art in the past has been a successful bridge between cultures and backgrounds. Successful partnerships are founded upon mutual 
respect. We wish to use art as a way to create a language that embraces a diverse society which also redefines our nation’s 
consciousness: truly acknowledging Aboriginal Australia and its vastly untold history. Art has the power to create discourse that leads to 
change and influence of lasting effect. We have invited incredible artists from diverse cultural backgrounds already working in this space 
to make new artworks that address Australia's past, present and future. 
 

We see this exhibition and its associated events as an opportunity to bring this discussion and debate about Australia amongst the wider 
public. The aim is to influence and challenge a broader demographic, to potentially change views and beliefs about our Australian spirit 
and our collective liyan. 
 

Our group of artists have been working together for the past 18 months, including participating in two creative development workshops. 
They have produced works that capture public attention, inform about our history, highlight current issues and 
stimulate discussion and action. 
 
Artists  
Matt McVeigh and Curtis Taylor lead artists. Brook Andrew, Kam Bin Salleh, Beni Bjah, Lyle Branson, Tim Burns, Paul Caporn, Olga 
Cironis, Matt Crock, Peter Docker, Sohan Ariel Hayes, Sandra Hill, Michael Leslie, Sukhjit Kaur Khalsa, Jacob Lehrer, Wes Maselli, Kyle 
Morrison, Matthew McAlpine, Minaxi May, Martine Perret, Matt Pitcher, Ben Pushman, Mei Saraswati, Roly Skender, Poppy van Oorde 
Granger, Michael Torres, Katie West, Ian Wilkes, Jason Wing, Anne Zahalka. 
 
Associated Events 
3 November  9.30 – 12.00 Speakers morning : Elders and Artists 
10 November 9.30 – 12.00 Speakers morning : Art and Appropriation  
17 November 9.30 – 4.30 Day of Ideas : Renovation of a Nation 
18 November 12.30 – 5.30 : Smith’s Lake Wishing Tree and Yarning about Liyan 

 
 

For interviews, further information and images available for reproduction, contact Sharon Tassicker, mob. +61 439 392 635 or email 
sharon.tassicker@heytesbury.com.au   
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